




1  What is early intervention?

Early intervention can help you and your family support and promote your child’s development within 
your family activities and community life. Nebraska’s Early Development Network (EDN) supports 
children from birth to age three who have special developmental needs. The Nebraska EDN program 
“connects” families with early intervention services (EIS), such as occupational, speech, or physical 
therapy, to help infants and toddlers grow and develop and help their families in this process. It is a 
voluntary program and does not discriminate based on race, culture, religion, income level, or disability.

Need more information?
For more information on your rights, or if you need help understanding the information provided, 
contact any of the following:

Your Services Coordinator:
Provider:
IFSP Team:

Your local school district

Name:
Contact Information:
Special Education Director:

Notes:
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What do the numbers 
in parentheses mean? 
(i.e., Rule 52 – 006.04)
Throughout this guide, you will see reference 
numbers that will guide you to topics listed in 
either NDE Rule 52 or 480 NAC 1. Rule 52 
are NDE’s regulations, and 480 NAC 1 are 
DHHS’ regulations.

How do I know if my 
child is eligible? 
(Rule 52 – 006.04) 
(480 NAC 1 – 007.02)
If you have a concern about your child’s 
development or your child has been diagnosed 
with a health condition that will affect their 
development, they may be eligible for EIS.
The assigned EDN Services Coordinator will 
request your written permission for evaluations 
through the Special Education Department of 
your school district. A Multidisciplinary Evaluation 
Team (MDT), consisting of professionals within 
your school district and yourself, conducts 
these evaluations.
The MDT determines eligibility for free and 
appropriate EIS/education under state guidelines. 
Eligibility guidelines are found in Rule 52, section 
006 (Eligibility for Early Intervention).

What is a free appropriate 
public education (FAPE)? 
(Rule 52 – 003.08-09)
FAPE means infants/toddlers who are found to be 
eligible under state and Federal requirements can 
receive early intervention and related services 
that are provided at no cost to parents.
EIS are developmental services that are provided 
by public agencies. They are selected in 
collaboration with parents and provided at no cost 
to the family. Services are designed to meet the 
needs of a child with a disability and their family.

What areas of development 
are addressed by EIS? 
(Rule 52 – 003.06A4)
EIS provides services to meet the child’s needs 
in the following areas:
• Physical development;
• Cognitive development;
• Communication development;
• Social or emotional development; or
• Adaptive development.
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3  What Happens After Referral?

What does a Services 
Coordinator do?
During your first visit, the Services Coordinator 
will talk about the program and the process as 
well as answer any questions you and your family 
may have. With your permission and consent, 
the Services Coordinator will gather information 
about your child and family.
A Services Coordinator will:
• Contact your family to determine if you are 

interested in EDN services;
• Arrange for an evaluation of your child;
• Work with agencies that provide services;
• Make sure services are delivered smoothly 

and properly;
• Inform you of services in the community;
• Inform your family about advocacy and 

support groups;
• Convene a team meeting to develop a plan 

for services for your child and family; and
• Gather information about your family’s goals 

and concerns.
You are entitled to help from a Services 
Coordinator up to the time of the evaluation. 
If your child is verified as having a disability, the 
Services Coordinator’s services will continue.

What are the steps to 
determining if my child 
is eligible for EIS? 
(Rule 52 – 006)
Within 45 days from the date of referral, 
the following activities must be conducted:
• Screening may be conducted at the discretion 

of the Early Intervention team;
• Evaluation;
• MDT will determine eligibility for EIS;
• Child and Family Assessment; and
• An Individual Family Service Plan (IFSP) 

will be developed.
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What is screening? 
(Rule 52 – 006.03)
At the discretion of the Early Intervention 
team, screening may be conducted to gather 
initial information about an infant or toddler to 
determine whether or not the infant or toddler 
has a disability. This includes the use of 
appropriate screening instruments by people 
trained to administer the screening instrument.
During this screening process:
• You will be asked to provide informed 

written consent.
• Your screening professional will give you a 

description of the screening process and why 
it is being used so you can decide to consent.

• If you choose not to consent, or at any time 
during or after the screening, you can request 
a multidisciplinary evaluation.

• The screening tool can’t be used to “rule out” 
an evaluation.

• You may choose not to proceed with an 
evaluation based on the information from the 
screening tool, but your screening professional 
will make sure you know your rights.

• If your screening professional doesn’t follow 
these guidelines, contact your Services 
Coordinator (or whatever’s appropriate).
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